PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITA AL

S O CI AL S ERVICE

PROPOSAL FOR A LABORATORY OF SOCIAL RESEARCH IN
CONNECTION VITH THE PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL SOCIAL SERVICE.

INTRODUCTION:

The Psychopathic Hospital is a fertile field for investiga-

tion of the social aspects of mental disease both in respect

to material and faczilities. Social problems of every kind

are abundantly illustrated among the yearly admissions num-
bering 1900 in the House and 1485 in the Out Pstient Depart-
nient in the year 1916 - 1917. The Social Service Depart-
ment @ffers a good foundation for research, with its pre-
sent staff of a director, two regular assistants, six stu-
dent internes snd externes, and four special workers. It
is proposed to undertake in the beginning a study of social

case work and other lines of social research later on, as it

may be possible to do so.

PLAN FOR THREE YEAR'S STODY OF METHODS OF SOCGIAL CASE WORK IN

RELATION TO KENTAL HYGILENE:
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Methods are at present poorly understood and hardly
at all defined. 1In special schools and in universi-

ties students are being trained for case work, but

the present content of instruction is scanty; so that
training of the student consists almost entirely in
letting him gain his own experience. Therzs 1is great
need therefore 1) of a text book which shall sum up
Pk all knowledge of method available at present; 2) of |

experimentation for the purpose of defining new methods,
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Psychopathic cases afford the best material for study

in the cearly stages of a sclence of case work because

1) both the conduct and the mental traits of the psycho-
pathic individual are exaggerated forms of the normal,
and therefore more conspicuous and more readily observ-
ed; 2) here ondx% is availaktle the close co8peration of
the psychiatrist and psychologist, whose function 1is

the study of character, which is grrobably the basic fac-
tor in seciaslEssifie,

It is proposed

1. To study the social records of the Psychopathic Hos-

pital in order to define principles and methods now
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5. To study and anplyze, in the third year, the results
of' the work of this special case worker. this ma-
t.erial would include cases under treatment for one
or two vears, long enough to show some results.

4, During the second year to prepare reports on special
subjects contained in the first year's study with
fuller discussion thian was then possible; also ten-
tative reports on the material collected by the spe-

clal case worker with a view to stimulating other

social agenclies to simllar study.
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l. To determine the best methods in social case work.

2. To clarify and direct the experience of practising
social workers in all agencies.

5. To provide an outline of instruction in training
schools.

4. To stimulate social research among social agencies.

5. To supplement with socigl data the study o¢f charac-
ter by psychiatrist and psychologist.

6. To define methods of social treatment for psych6-
pathic cases.

Y. To add to public knowledge of psychopsthic conditions.

Estimate of cost for one vear:

Chief of Socilal Service

(Seven hours 2 week) $400.00
Speclial Investigator
(Three fifths time) 1500.00
Special Case Worker 1300.00
Stenographer 720.00

Psychopathic Hospital to furnish overhead charges, sta-

tionery, printing, and travelling eXpenses.
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1. The factor
or's that prevent andequate treatment in early

sta s 7 3
ges of syphilis. (suggested by Dr. H. C. Solomon)

T 2
he percentage of congenital and conjugal Syphilis

that is recognized. (Suggested by Dr. iI. C. Solomon)

mconomic cost of syphilis in so far as it causes ment-
al disease, including support of patients and depen-
Nnis. (Suggested by Dr. H. C. Solomon)

4. production of mental disease through syphilis in
the asc ts. (Suggested by Tr. H., 'C. Solomon)

5. I'he percentage of syphilitics who are incapacitated
through syphilitic mental disease. (Suggested by Dr.
H. C. Solomon)

6. Possibillities of care of the insane in the community
through out-patient supervision. (Suggested by Dr.
A, ¥, Stearns)

7. Study of social adjustiment as a therapeutic agent in
psychoneurosis. (Suggested by Dr. 4. Vi, Stearns)

8. The incidence of crime among psychopathic patients.
(Suggested by Dr. 4. W. Stearns)

9. The problem of the psychopathic individual in indus-

try. (Already begun under the suspices of a private

commnittee)

10. Possibilities of mental hygiene 1n public health
nursing. (An experiment in which the Superintendent
of the Instructive District Nursing Association has

expressed a desire to co8perate)

Il
k"_‘j\- ﬁ:\ g - . R S .:g

i

R\ A S (18

Er





